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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 16,2017
The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President ofthe United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:
As millions of Americans celebrate Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer
("LGBTQ") Pride Month during June, we are writing to express our concerns with your
administrntion's treatment ofthe LGBTQ community.
Pride Month is a time when LGBTQ Americans and countless allies.come together to celebrate
the diversity that gives our country its strength. Since the beginning of your administration, you
have claimed to be supp011ive of the LGBTQ community,1 yet the actions ofyour administration
tell a markedly different story.
Shortly after the inauguration, your U.S. Departments ofJustice and Education rescinded
guidance on Title IX ofthe Education Amendments of1972 ("Title IX").2 This guidance was
requested by students, parents, public schools, colleges and universities, and Members of
Congress to explain schools' obligation to protect the rights of transgender students and to clarify
how the Depaiiments' will enforce civil rights protections. Rescinding this guidance has once
again caused uncertainty for transgender students and our nation's schools.
Under your administration, the U.S. Census Bureau,3 U.S. Depaiiment ofHousing and Urban
Development,4 and the U.S. Depaiiment of Health and Human Services 5 ("HHS") have reversed
course on even the most basic data-collection related to sexual orientation and gender identity.
These data collection efforts were called for by expe1i panels, including the National Academies
ofScience,6 to measure whether federal programs are meeting the needs ofLGBTQ people.
Abandoning that data collection is an attack on this community.
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You have also nominated and appointed a series of homophobic and transphobic people to key
posts in your administration. For example, your Director of the Office of Civil Rights at HHS,
Roger Severino, has a long history of making bigoted statements toward lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender people,7 which makes him unqualified to lead an office whose purpose is to
ensure that "people have equal access and oppo1tunities to participate in certain health care and
human services programs without unlawful discrimination." Your second nominee for Secretary
of the Almy, Mark Green, withdrew from consideration after the intense public outrage
provoked by his extreme and unacceptable transphobic and homophobic comments. 8 Your
nominee for President of the Export Imp01t Bank, former Congressman Scott Ganett, refused to
pay his dues to the National Republican Campaign Committee because the Committee recruited
and supported gay candidates. 9 And the list goes on.
While your White House has said that you are "committed to protecting the rights of all
Americans, including the LGBTQ community, and continues to be respectful and suppo1tive of
LGBTQ rights, just as [you were] throughout the election,"10 your actions as President are deeply
concerning and in conflict with this statement.
As we celebrate Pride Month, we ask you to reflect on your Presidency and the haim you have
caused to the LGBTQ community. We urge you to change course and to commit yourself to
promoting equality and protecting the right of all Americans to live free from discrimination. If
you do so, and truly commit to be an ally in the struggle for equality, we are prepared to work
with you to pass the Equality Act, end the scourge of so-called conversion therapy, ensure
schools protect the rights of LGBTQ students to have a safe place to learn, and much more. But
if you refuse, and you continue pushing your anti-LGBTQ agenda, you should know that we will
hold you accountable, every step of the way, for the harm that arises from your actions against
LGBTQ Americans.
Sincerely,
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United States Senator
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MARIA CANTWELL
United States Senator
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