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March 13. 2020

Dear Acting Secretary Wolf, Acting Commissioner Morgan. and Acting Director Albence:

[ write to request information about the policies and procedures that the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have in place to
prepare for and contain a potential outbreak of coronavirus in their facilities holding and
detaining tens of thousands of immigrants and asylum seckers. Public health and medical
experts have been sounding the alarm that a novel coronavirus outbreak is “inevitable™ in the
U.S. immigration system.' These experts are warning that “when COVID-19 arrives in a
community. it will show up in jails and prisons.”™ which in turn are especially “conducive for the
spread of diseases.™ A recent 2018 outbreak of mumps in our immigration detention centers —
which exploded from five to 900 cases among detainees and staff in less than a year — is a
sobering. instructive example.*

Given that tens of thousands of people are held and housed in CBP and ICE facilities. and
thousands more work in. visit. or travel through these facilities. the rapid spread of coronavirus
in our immigration system is a crisis waiting to happen. It is theretfore critical that CBP and ICE
have a systematic plan to help prevent such an outbreak in these facilities. and to provide
monitoring. testing. and treatment to thosec who may be or are infected.

To understand what your agencies are doing to protect public health and mitigate the threat
posed by COVID-19 to those detained and working in our immigration facilitics. plecase answer
the following questions within a week of receiving this letter:

1. What policies. procedures. and/or guidance do DHS. CBP, and ICE have in place to
identify. treat. and prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus within the detained
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population and among visitors, staff: and their families? Please provide copies of all
relevant docamerits,

&

What specific plans:are in place regarding specifically vulnerable populations, including:
but not limited to senior citizens, pregnant women, and people with compromised
immune systems and chronic illnesses?

3. What mechanisms are.under consideration or-in place to track, collect,.and publicize data
on the spread of coronavirus of people in DHS custody?

Thank you for your prompt attention to'this urgent matter.
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