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February 9, 2018 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao  
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

As leaders of many of the Puget Sound’s largest employers, we write to ask your support for an ongoing 

partnership with the federal government on infrastructure that ensures our region continues to thrive and 

contribute significantly to the national economy.   

The next federal partnership project for the Puget Sound region is the Lynnwood Link light rail extension 

connecting the cities of Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace, Shoreline and Seattle.  Currently the regional transit 

authority, Sound Transit, is working with the Federal Transit Administration to secure a $1.2 billion Full 

Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) to construct Lynnwood Link.  As industry leaders, we urge you to continue 

working with Sound Transit to execute the grant in 2018 and enable the on-time completion of this critical 

project.   

The Puget Sound region is one of the fastest growing in the U.S. and will be home to 5 million people and 1.2 

million new jobs by 2040.  The region helps fuel the national economic engine, making dramatic contributions 

in exports and innovation, manufacturing and agriculture.   

Because of the national and international reach of many of our companies & institutions, Puget Sound 

businesses support jobs and industries across the U.S.  Suppliers to our manufacturing firms, growers of 
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agricultural products, and partners of major technology and research companies all depend on their links to 

the Puget Sound.     

Washington State is the largest U.S. exporter to China and is in the country’s top five exporting states.  Our 

ports also make up the fourth largest container complex in the U.S. In 2016, Washington State exports 

contributed $2.21 trillion to our nation’s goods and services. However, crushing congestion threatens our 

region and nation’s continued economic momentum and our residents’ quality of life.  In the I-5 corridor, our 

principal north/south interstate, congestion has increased 153 percent in the last six years.  And this has had 

a dramatic impact on our ability to move freight to and from our international seaports.   Fortunately, our 

citizens are tackling these critical transportation challenges through the dedication of significant local taxes.  

Washington residents are maintaining and improving highways through the second highest gas tax in the 

nation, at 49.4 cents per gallon.  In addition, three separate voter-approved initiatives are also building mass 

transit infrastructure recognizing that our highways and arterials alone cannot keep this economy moving.  

Once completed, our voter-approved transit network will literally take hundreds of thousands of cars off of  

I-5 and other critical arterials.  There is no question that our transportation infrastructure, including our 

public transit infrastructure, directly serves a national purpose by ensuring businesses in this region can 

function at peak levels of efficiency and productivity. 

Local revenues are providing 84 percent of the robust transit expansion now underway in the Puget Sound 

region, but the region envisions a continued federal participation for the balance.  By leveraging local dollars 

and with a continuing federal partnership, together we can profoundly improve our regional mobility and the 

nation’s economy.  Our region has made good on past federal funding and financing by delivering major 

projects ahead of schedule and within budget.      

By executing the Lynnwood Link FFGA this year we urge you to recognize the tremendous level of local 

investment by continuing the federal partnership that has kept this region a leading contributor to the 

national economy.   

Thank you for your interest in the Puget Sound region and your commitment to transportation infrastructure. 

As always, we would welcome you to visit Central Puget Sound to see first-hand the innovative approaches 

we’re taking to build transportation infrastructure and enhance mobility in our region.   

Sincerely, 

 

Diana Birkett Rakow 

Vice President, External Relations 

Alaska Airlines 

 

 
John Schoettler 

Vice President, Global Real Estate and Facilities 

Amazon 

 

 

 

 
Craig Jelinek 

Chief Executive Officer 

Costco 

 

 
Mark Okerstrom 

Chief Executive Officer 

Expedia 
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Eric Young 

Vice President  

Supply Chain and Fulfillment Systems 

Google 

 

 

Brad Smith 

President and Chief Legal Officer 

Microsoft 

 
John Wolfe 

Chief Executive Officer 

Northwest Seaport Alliance  

 

Lisa Lefeber 

Acting CEO 

Port of Everett 

 

 
Commissioner Courtney Gregoire 

Commission President 

Port of Seattle 

 

 

Commissioner Donald Meyer 

Commission President 

Port of Tacoma  

 
Eric Artz 

Chief Operating Officer 

REI  

 

Maude Daudon 

Chief Executive Officer 

Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

Margaret Meister  

Chief Executive Officer 

Symetra Financial 

 

 
Ana Mari Cauce, Ph.D. 

Professor of Psychology 

President 

University of Washington 

 

 

 

Bill Hilf 

Chief Executive Officer 

Vulcan 

 

Paul E. Pitre, Ph.D. 

Chancellor, WSU Everett 

Washington State University

cc:   

Puget Sound Congressional Delegation  

K. Jane Williams, Deputy Administrator, Federal Transit Administration, USDOT 

Sound Transit Board of Directors  

Peter Rogoff, Chief Executive Officer, Sound Transit 



June 14, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 

We, the undersigned, are all members of the American Council of Engineering Companies of 

Washington State (ACEC-WA) and are also many of the consulting engineering firms which are 

making multimodal transportation a reality for the people and future generations of the Greater 

Puget Sound Region.  We are writing you to urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to 

execute a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) under the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) 

Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program with Sound Transit for its Lynnwood Link light rail 

extension in the central Puget Sound.   

This project is an indispensable component in the successful completion of Sound Transit’s 

infrastructure expansion program.  However, for this project to move forward as planned, the 

Federal share, which will be supplementing the Local share, is a crucial and key element. 

This is especially true this early in the full system buildout.  Without this investment, there could 

well be a cascading, domino effect that will not only cause harm to the Lynnwood Link project, but 

also to subsequent projects as well. 

At the same time, we and Sound Transit have demonstrated the expertise and track record to 

deliver this 8.5 mile light rail extension.  Notably, this public-private partnership has delivered 

19 miles of light rail with FFGA funding under the guidance of FTA.  We urge you to continue 

this legacy and complete the CIG process for Lynnwood Link by executing the grant.    

We are also ready, willing and able.  As an industry and as an agency, we, together have the 

technical ability and capacity to deliver on the transit expansion funded and approved by the 

voters.  The citizens of Puget Sound have committed their hard-earned tax revenues to 

implement the system.  We, in private industry, are anxious to continue delivering these projects 

and Sound Transit is poised to lead the effort.  The truth in this statement is demonstrably shown 

by the fact that Sound Transit’s 116-mile light rail system expansion is well underway, with 22 

miles of light rail in operation, 18 miles under construction, 22 miles in final design and 54 miles in 

early planning.   

The agency has embraced the public / private project delivery model.  With Lynnwood, the dollars 

spent on this $3.2 billion project are generating economic benefits in this region and across the 

country through private sector contracts for planning, design, engineering, vehicles and 

construction.  It certainly means a great deal to our firms and to the over 7,000 employees we, 

and the other ACEC-WA member firms, employ in Washington State.  We hope the 

Administration will extend another federal partnership with the agency to complete this important 

infrastructure investment. 
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We urge you to execute the CIG Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for Lynnwood Link this 

year.  Should you wish to make any inquiries regarding this letter, our point of contact is Van 

Collins, President/CEO, ACEC of Washington, vcollins@acec-wa.org, (425) 453-6655: office, 

(253) 906-5158: cell. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request.   

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
              
Van A. Collins       Mel Sears, PE, PMP 
 
             
 
 
 
 
              
Ade Bright, PE, SE      CEO and President 
President 
 
            
 
 
 
 
              
Dustin Ong, PE      Mike Clark, PE 
President       Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
William M. De La Vergne, PE     Margaret Clancy, PWS 
President       Vice President 

Northwest Regional Director 
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Santosh Jacob Kuruvilla, PE, SE, PMP   Robert Danforth, PE 
President       Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Dan Campbell, PE      Jim Kleppe, PE 
Chief Operations Officer     Principal/PNW Infrastructure Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
John F. Marrow      David G. Winter, PE, LEED AP 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Karen Doherty, PE      Carol Slaughterbeck 
Area Manager, Senior Vice President   Executive Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
James E. Thomson, PE     Donald K. Nelson, PE  
Senior Vice President      Northwest Geographic Operations 

Manager 
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Kristen A. Betty, PE      Jay Bower, PE 
Chairman of the Board of Directors    Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Stanton Phillip Beck      Steve Lewis 
Shareholder       Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Laurie J. Pfarr, PE, LEED AP, CESCL   J. Andrew Fry, P.E., S.E., LEED AP 
Principal/Owner      Chief Operating Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Bruce I. Ostbo, PE, SE     Larry D. Swartz, PE 
Vice President       CEO/President 
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Dennis O’Neill       Jeff Peacock 
Managing Principal      President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Crystal L. Donner, PE      Bill Sandbo, PE, SE, LEED AP  
President/CEO      Staff Manager 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Bob Galteland,PE, DBIA, LEED AP    Gerard J. Buechel, P.E.  
President       President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Marvin L. Thomas      Catherine Hovell, PhD, PE 
President       Northwest Unit Manager 
  



June 14, 2018 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Page 6 of 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Thomas A. Leonidas, Jr, PE, MBA    Dave Warner, PE 
President/CEO   r   Vice President,  

Northwest Pacific District Manager and  
Seattle Area Manage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
Scott Roux, SE (HI), PE, P.Eng    Eric Ostfeld, PE 
Senior Vice President      Pacific Northwest Regional Manager 

 

Cc:   

Puget Sound Congressional Delegation 
K. Jane Williams, Deputy Administrator, Federal Transit Administration, USDOT 
Sound Transit Board of Directors 
Peter Rogoff, Chief Executive Officer, Sound Transit  



 

 

  

   

    

 

   

 
 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

We are writing to ask that the U.S. Department of Transportation execute a Full Funding Grant 

Agreement with Sound Transit for the Lynnwood Link light rail extension under the Federal Transit 

Administration’s Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program. As transit leaders throughout the state of 

Washington and the Puget Sound region we recognize the importance of partnerships in completing 

this critical project. 

The Puget Sound region is one of the fastest growing in the United States, and is forecast to be home 

to 5 million people by the year 2040. This growth in population is accompanied by an increase in transit 

use. Sound Transit and each of its partner agencies have seen promising increases in ridership, and the 

central Puget Sound region has been a nationwide leader in transit ridership growth for the last several 

years.  

As transit partners, transit agencies in Washington State have worked with one another to maximize 

efficiency and convenience for our transit users by integrating our services for a seamless system, and 

Sound Transit is an active member in that effort. From aligning schedules and routes to development 

of the One Regional Card for All (ORCA) unified payment medium, we are growing mobility options for 

our citizens and attracting people to regular transit use. Execution of the Lynnwood Link FFGA would 

enhance the public transportation system regionally and contribute to further economic growth.  



 

 

Jenny George 

Ann Freeman-Manzanares 

Amy Asher 

The transit community across Washington State is excited and confident in Sound Transit’s ability to 

deliver the transit expansion approved by the voters, and many of us have worked diligently to ensure 

the value of the taxpayer’s investment is being maximized. We also recognize that the benefits realized 

by a project of this magnitude are not just local, but have ancillary benefits to the regional, state, and 

national economy.  

With this in mind, we are hopeful that the federal partnership can join the partnership we have made 

at the regional and state level with Sound Transit to complete this important project. We respectfully 

request that you execute the CIG Full Funding Grant Agreement for Lynnwood Link in 2018. 

 

With Regards,    
 
 
  

Jenny George Gloria Boyce Emmett Heath  
General Manager General Manager Chief Executive Officer  
Asotin County PTBA Ben Franklin Transit Community Transit  
 
   
 
 

Tom Hingson Ann Freeman-Manzanares Rob Gannon  
Director General Manager General Manager  
Everett Transit Intercity Transit King County Metro  
 
 
   

 

John Clauson Ken Mehin Danette Brannin  
Executive Director General Manager General Manager  
Kitsap Transit Grays Harbor Transit Mason Transit Authority  
 
 
  
    

Sue Dreier Amy Asher Susan Meyer  
Chief Executive Officer Transit Manager Chief Executive Officer  
Pierce Transit RiverCities Transit Spokane County PTBA  
 
   
 
 

Derrick Wojcik-Damers Peter L. Stark Justin Leighton  
General Manager General Manager Executive Director  
Twin Transit Whatcom Transit Authority Washington State Transit  
  Association 
Cc:   
Puget Sound Congressional Delegation 
K. Jane Williams, Deputy Administrator, Federal Transit Administration, USDOT 
Sound Transit Board of Directors 
Peter Rogoff, Chief Executive Officer, Sound Transit  
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