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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 18, 2023

The Honorable Antony J. Blinken The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary Secretary

U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2201 C Street, NW 301 7th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20520 Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretaries Blinken and Mayorkas:

We write to urge you to redesignate Venezuela and Nicaragua for Temporary Protected Status
(TPS). TPS offers temporary relief from removal and access to work permits for eligible foreign
nationals who are unable to return safely to their home countries due to natural disasters, armed
conflicts, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions.' Both of these countries clearly
qualify for a TPS designation under our immigration laws and merit the use of the Executive’s
statutory designation authority.

The Administration first designated Venezuela for TPS for a period of 18 months in March
2021. Since that time, Venezuela continues to be plagued by violence, instability, and
repression, with Venezuelans suffering from the country’s historic collapse. Nicolds Maduro’s
discredited and repressive regime has been responsible for widespread human rights abuses,
including unlawful killings, forced disappearances, torture, and the recruitment of child soldiers
by nonstate actors.” It has jailed some 245 political prisoners and continues to jail and disqualify
political opponents from running for office.’ Such actions have led the UN Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to conclude in its
September 2022 report that crimes against humanity have been committed “as part of a plan by
high-level authorities to repress opponents of the Government.” It is no surprise that the State
Department extended a Level 4 Travel Advisory for Venezuela earlier this year.’

The humanitarian crisis faced by the Venezuelan people has only deepened in the last two years.
Millions continue to be unable to access basic healthcare and adequate nutrition, with many
forced to reduce their food intake. The UNHCR has called “the exodus of Venezuelans fleeing
repression and the humanitarian emergency the largest migration crisis in recent Latin American
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history.”® Such unprecedented circumstances unquestionably constitute the extraordinary and
temporary conditions that justify its TPS designation and subsequent extension.

Nicaragua was last designated for TPS in January 1999 after Hurricane Mitch devastated the
country in October 1998.7 That designation has been extended several times, but was terminated
by the prior Administration.® The termination was blocked by a preliminary injunction, and the
original designation was reinstated and extended for 18 months in June 2023.° In recent years,
conditions in Nicaragua have sharply declined, warranting the country’s TPS redesignation.
President Daniel Ortega returned to power in 2007 and began dismantling the country’s
democratic structures.' In recent years, he has worked to consolidate power, transforming
Nicaragua “into a police state in which the executive branch has instituted a regime of terror and
of suppression of all freedoms through control and surveillance of the citizenry and repression
by state and parastate security institutions supported by the other branches of government.”"!

In 2022, the regime closed over 2,000 nongovernmental organizations, including those catering
to women and children, and intensified its crackdown against members of the Catholic Church
through arrests of clergy and closure of Catholic radio stations.'? In February 2023, the regime
arbitrarily and without due process, deprived 316 persons of their Nicaraguan nationality and
expelled them from the country, erasing their birth and civil records, confiscating their assets,
and leaving most of them stateless."” The Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua recently
found reasonable grounds to conclude that Nicaraguan authorities have committed widespread
human rights violations that amount to crimes against humanity, such as murder; imprisonment;
torture, including sexual violence; and politically motivated persecution.'* Providing TPS to
eligible beneficiaries would protect families in the United States from being forced to return to
these dangerous conditions in Nicaragua.
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Many nationals from Venezuela and Nicaragua residing in the United States have been protected
because of the current TPS designation. TPS has enabled them to find safety and security and
afforded them the ability to work legally to support themselves and their families. In turn, they
can contribute meaningfully to their communities back home, which helps stabilize their home
countries. A redesignation of TPS for each of these countries would extend these same benefits
to individuals already in the United States. Redesignations would also provide critically needed
support to states and localities around the country working to provide welcome by allowing TPS
recipients to work.

Given the extraordinary humanitarian crises in these countries, we urge you to use your authority
under the law provided by Congress to redesignate Venezuela and Nicaragua for TPS.

Thank you for your urgent consideration.
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