Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

December 11, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As members of the Washington state delegation, we write in support of Washington state’s December 10, 2025
request for an expedited Emergency Declaration due to the devastating extreme rainfall, high winds, heavy
snowfall, ice accumulation, and major coastal, river, and localized flooding caused by an extreme atmospheric
river and winter weather event that struck the state beginning on December 2, 2025. We urge you to approve
this request for assistance as quickly as possible.

This storm is threatening lives, property, and livestock in every corner of Washington. The storm has had severe
and widespread impacts on our transportation system, with major highways closed due to mudslides and
communities cut off by rising water. The National Weather Service forecasts that more than a dozen
Washington rivers will see major flooding in the coming days, leading to further and worsening impacts.

On the Cowlitz River, water has overtopped Highway 12, isolating the communities of Randle and Packwood.
Most major routes through the Cascade Mountains connecting western Washington to the rest of the state have
been closed or seen landslides and other severe impacts. In Skagit County alone, local government officials
expect to issue evacuation orders for over 75,000 residents, over half of the county’s total population. The
county is bracing for significant loss of life, infrastructure, and property, with a full recovery expected to take
years or even decades. Some areas on the Skagit River may see floodwaters rise five feet higher than the
existing record.

We are grateful to the local, state, Tribal, and federal officials who have quickly mobilized to respond to this
storm. Our first responders and emergency personnel are working around the clock and in dangerous conditions
to protect lives, provide essential services, and keep our communities safe. It is essential that the federal
government steps in to provide the resources necessary to allow our state to respond to this disaster and begin
the road to recovery as soon as possible.

An expedited Emergency Declaration is critical to help with debris removal and emergency protection
measures. We appreciate your prompt attention to this request.

Sincerely,
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Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Emily Rarldhll
Member of Congress
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Suza K. DelBene
Member of Congress
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