
August 3, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As members of the Washington state delegation, we write in support of Washington state’s August 2nd request 
for an expedited Emergency Declaration due to the devastating wildfires raging in Chelan, Ferry, Okanogan, 
Spokane, Stevens, and Yakima Counties. In addition to the counties, the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, and Spokane Tribe of Indians are also listed 
in Washington’s expedited Emergency Declaration request. We implore you to approve the request for 
assistance as quickly as possible.

Large and fast-moving wildfires are burning in Central and Eastern Washington. Dangerous conditions, 
including strong winds, low humidity, and extremely high temperatures, intensified existing fires and ignited 
new fires, the worst of which started in Spokane and Stevens Counties on Saturday, August 1. According to the 
Northwest Coordination Center (NWCC), the Pacific Northwest is experiencing wildfire activity not normally 
seen until much later in the fire season. Between record-setting drought and record low snowpack, the state and 
Central and Eastern Washington were left vulnerable to fires that burn longer, spread faster, and are 
increasingly resistant to control.

These fires spread rapidly, jumping roads and rivers, forcing thousands of residents to evacuate quickly, with 
many escaping with little more than they could carry. So far, roughly 700 structures have been destroyed in 
Spokane, including entire neighborhoods, while many remain threatened. As the fires continue to burn, this 
number is expected to climb. Hundreds of people have completely lost their homes and farms, and many are 
prohibited from returning to their homes or neighborhoods as crews continue to extinguish smoldering embers.

Firefighting crews from around the country, as well as international firefighting forces, have deployed to 
Washington state and are working overtime to suppress these fires, while National Guard members are assisting
local first responders with evacuations and firefighting. Expedited federal assistance will help continue these 
efforts and ensure that state and local agencies have the resources they need.

While local, state, and federal resources deployed quickly to respond to the wildfires, federal assistance is 
needed as firefighting, evacuations, and emergency shelter operations are ongoing. Expedited federal assistance 
is critical and will help firefighting crews continue to suppress these persistent wildfires and protect the 
businesses, farms, schools, healthcare facilities, and residential homes from devastation, all while ensuring 
those displaced by the fires have the support and resources they need. We appreciate your prompt attention to 
the state’s request.

Sincerely,



Patty Murray
United States Senator

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator

Michael Baumgartner
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
Member of Congress
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